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Visual Glossary

Relaxed

Ears up (not forward)
P

.;i';,g’*' %, ———— Head high

gl &

Tail down Mouth open
and relaved ~_ siightly, tongue
exposed
Lty ol
\ Logse stance,
Weight flat an feet

This array of signals communicates a relaxed, reasonably content dog who 75
unconcerned and unthreatened by any activities going on in its immediate en-
vironment,

Alert and Attentive
Ears forward —____

{may twitch as if
Tail horizontal trying to catch a sound)

£ - in..3
not stiff ar bristled L W >
{ ) e B % Fid P "\ Smooth nose
:

\ and forehead

Eyes wide

Mouth
Tail may move closed
slightly from side

to side

Slight forward iean
standing tall on toes

When something of interest is encountered or enters the environment, these
signals communicate that attention is now being paid to them and the dog has
entered a state of alertness,

250

Visual Glossary 2!

Dominance / Aggression

(Offensive threat)
Ears forward {may be spread
slightly to the side to form a Forehead gy
Tail raised wide V shape) show vertical
* and bristled \ /wrin kles
E Hackies ABE Nose
e / #Yé“‘;-, wrinlded
Tail is stiff % Lips

but may be seen
o quiver or vibrate
from side to side

\ curfed
Teeth {and often the
gums) are visible

Mouth open and
C-shaped. Corner of
mouth is forward

Stifflegged stance,
3 body leaning slightly
& forward

These signals are given by a very dominant and confident animal, who is cam.
municating both its social dominance and threatening aggression if it is
challenged.

Fear } Aggression
{Defensive threat)

Hackles raised

l%ﬁ Ears back

I

7 By 2 &1&\'}{' \'S.'ﬁ‘ / . 3
Body lowered J M-@%@o—-..&ﬁhk FPupils dilated

Nose

B is G OTEET L = wrinkled

i
Lips slightly curfed
{teeth may be some-

\ ; = what visible}
Tail tucked .

’ Corner of mouth pufled
{little or no movement)

back

This set of signals communicates that the dog is frightened but is not submis-
sive and may attack if pressed. These signals are addressed directly toward the
individual who is threatening.
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