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W

ith the uncertainty of Covid-19 and vaccination
availability for the majority of attendees
at our annual Pet Walk, we
have decided the safest
route to hold the walk this
year will be another virtual
event. We know how fun
the in-person walk is; petting
all those cute dogs, seeing
some brave cats venture out,
and all the fun activities and
prizes! Those things will surely be missed, but we want to
keep our staff, volunteers, and
attendees safe. To amp up the
fun, we will have weekly activities leading up to the walk and
will hand out some pre-walk prizes!
We welcome and will share your
pictures as you “walk” and show
your support of our animals and
mission. On the day of the event,
May 1, we will announce the names
of the adult and youth who raised
the most money and award the
grand prizes! Anyone who raises

at least $25 will be able to stop in to the
shelter and pick up a goodie bag full of
items for you and your pet. Those individuals who raise at least $40 will be
eligible for a Pandemic Pet Walk 2.0
T-shirt, the goodie bag, and be part of
the drawings for MULTIPLE other great
prizes!
Fundraising for non-profits has
been difficult due to the pandemic,
and it has been no different for PCHS.
Whether you collect a few dollars
or a thousand, remember, the real
winners at the end of day are the
cats and dogs who are saved by
your efforts in participating in the
Paws and Claws Humane Society
Pandemic Pet Walk 2.0! Links to
the activities can be found on the
PCHS Facebook page and website – start looking in April! You
can raise pledges online with the
link below, or in person using the
included pledge form on page 2.
“See” you on May 1, 2021!
https://www.givemn.org/story/Qozdqf
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Director’s Corner

2020

was an interesting and difficult year, one that
no one could have predicted! We are in a new year,
and I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved
ones happy and healthy.
For the safety of our staff and community, we
continue to operate by appointment only. Adopters now
need to plan ahead by viewing photos and descriptions
of our available animals on our website and Facebook
page. I invite anyone looking for a companion to take
a look at the wonderful pictures with detailed descriptions of each animal on our website, including their likes
and dislikes, personality, and what type of home would
be best for them. These descriptions are put together
by our staff and volunteers by carefully observing the
animal during their time at the shelter. Once potential
adopters find an animal they think would fit well into
their family, they should fill out our online adoption
form. Our staff reviews the applications and then
schedules an appointment to come to the shelter and
visit the animals. The adoption counselors often answer
questions ahead of time or even suggest a better fit.
The process has been working well and our adoption
numbers are higher than previous years — 781 cats
and 653 dogs found new homes in 2020!

“If last year has taught us anything, it’s
that we need our pets, our companions,
just as much as they need us.”
— Tanya Johnson

Paws and Claws staff and volunteers have been
faithful in their commitment to helping the animals in
our care. Our dedicated volunteer and staff teams show
up to walk dogs, care for cats, take photos for our
website and Facebook postings, and support the needs
of the animals every day. Everyone is required to wear
a mask and practice social distancing. We also sanitize
shared areas multiple times daily and we keep an eye
on the current MDH guidelines. We hope to be able to
open our doors to new volunteers once we have clear
guidance from the health department.
PCHS has supplied pet owners who are suffering
during the global pandemic with hundreds of pounds
of free pet food through our Pet Food Pantry, thanks
to our supporters! We are able to use donations from
individuals and local businesses to help both our
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Desmond gets a snuggle from Shelter Director, Tanya Johnson.

shelter and the community. Our community has helped
us turn hardship into an opportunity so that we can
continue showing up for animals and people alike. If
you have pet food you are no longer able to use, just
label it and place it at our back door and we will put it
to good use. If you or someone you know is in need of
pet food, contact the shelter to access the Pet Food
Pantry.
This past year has delivered plenty of challenges,
but I am proud of the way Paws and Claws has adapted its operations during a global pandemic. We could
not have done it without our supporters. We worked
together to make positive change for the animals we
serve, their families and the community that has uplifted
us and continued supporting us even when times are
tough. If last year has taught us anything, it’s that we
need our pets, our companions, just as much as they
need us.
— Tanya Johnson
Shelter Director
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A Note From

Squirt!

I bet you are surprised that I am writing an article for this newsletter.
Normally, I would not stoop so low as to do such a trivial task
because I have so much important work to do every day. You see,
I am the office cat. And you know what that means? I am the office
supervisor! The BOSS! I am very busy! First, I am in charge of
greeting the director every morning. It is my job to instruct her on
which food I would like to have for my breakfast. I am not going to eat
the food that those other cats eat! No way! I like my food covered
with tasty gravy. And make sure my favorite snacks are available to
me upon demand! After breakfast, I show the other cats how proper
napping is done. Upon awakening, I climb up on one of my three cat
trees and I gaze out upon the birds. Some nice volunteers keep the
bird feeders full so I can be entertained at my leisure. Some of the
birds are rather aggressive! Why, it’s a regular cat fight some days!
Speaking of volunteers, they all try to pet me, and some are even
brave enough to attempt to pick me up. Not happening!
They usually only try that once. Seriously, I only have eyes for the
director, Tanya. I do get a kick out of sneaking out the door for
volunteer Marcia and giving Chris a friendly little (cat)nip! I mean,
sometimes when they are trying to talk to me, I see their lips moving
and all I hear is “meow, meow, meow.” Finally, my most
important job is testing dogs who come through the
lobby. It does not take them long to learn who is
the boss! When we get back to having you
coming here in person again, feel free to
wave hello or bring me some Squeeze-Up
Delectables treats or a banana catnip toy or
two. And one more thing,
unless your name is
Tanya, I am OK with social
distancing! Yours (not really!)

~ Squirt

P.S.–
I hope you enjoy
some of my beauty
shots. I am rather
photogenic if I do
say so myself!
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Fundraising Amid a Pandemic

L

ike many non-profits locally and around the world,
Paws and Claws Humane Society had to approach
fundraising in a whole new way amid the pandemic.
Our two signature events, the Pet Walk and Fall
Auction, had to go virtual in 2020. Also, one of our
favorite events, the Rummage Sale, a Rochester
bargain-hunter’s staple, was cancelled. When we
realized our Pet Walk could not safely be held, our
Event Committee Chairs went to work figuring out a
way to run a virtual pet walk. They were able to gather
enticing prizes and try out a few events for the virtual
walkers. Community businesses came through with
sponsorships for the walk and people signed up online
to participate. Through these efforts, we were able to
raise $28,000 in sponsorships and pledges! We even
beat 2019’s totals!
As for the Fall Auction, a team of committed committee members planned and executed a new, online
format. They located and set up an online payment
and bidding system. After six weeks of prep work, the
dedicated team produced beautiful offerings for the
Fall Auction. Each item was carefully photographed
and catalogued for online viewing. Detailed descriptions
accompanied each photo to help bidders see what
they were getting in their basket. The team carefully
packaged every item and had them ready for curbside
pickup by the winning bidder. After nearly a week of
bidding, we were able to raise $34,500! We had set a
goal of $25,000 and we’re pleasantly surprised to have
surpassed it! We dearly missed the in-person event and

Think creatively!

we’re looking forward to having our Fall Auction
in-person again in the future.
As for the Rummage Sale, many people, including
the crew of rummage sale workers, were disappointed
when we made the hard decision to cancel it. Prepping
for the Rummage Sale has a diverse group of volunteers sharing labor and camaraderie. Our shelter was
already storing items to sell, so the “Rummage Team”
went to work test-driving a smaller sale at our shelter.
We held these sales safely outdoors and featured primarily pet items. A total of six pop-up rummage sales
took place over the summer and early fall, with many
of our volunteers giving up their Sundays to help raise
funds for the animals in our charge. That hard work,
especially trudging up and down the steps at the
shelter, paid off as our sales totaled $16,436!
We don’t know what this year will bring, but we will
be hard at work finding a way to help more cats and
dogs find homes. We are also dedicated, to keeping
our staff, volunteers and our community safe. Thank
you to each one of you for supporting our efforts!!

Because Paws and
Claws receives no
government funding,
the shelter totally
depends on fundraising efforts to continue
their mission. Due to
the pandemic, staff and
volunteers had to think
creatively in order to
raise the funds needed
to care for the cats and
dogs in their charge.
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Staff Spotlight: Meet Dr. Mike

P

aws and Claws is extremely grateful to Dr. Mike, our
staff veterinarian, for his dedication to our furry friends.
Here is a get to know you Q&A with Dr. Mike!
Q: Where did you grow up?
A: I’m actually an Army brat so I moved a lot when
I was a kid. I was born in El Paso, TX, at Fort Bliss.
When my Dad got out of the Army, we moved to Valley
Springs, SD, outside of Sioux Falls before finally moving
to MN where I finished middle school and graduated
from Mounds View High School.
Q: Did you grow up having animals around?
A: Growing up we always had 1-2 pets around — the
usual dog, cats — living in a trailer limited the number,
but as I got older and we built our first house, I eventually had rabbits, fish, hamsters, a tarantula, and even
an observation beehive and an ant farm in my room.
In high school during the summers, I spent time at my
uncle’s dairy farm helping out and enjoyed watching
the vet visits.
Q: Where do you work and what do you do?
A: I’m currently a veterinarian doing what they call relief
work which is like being a substitute teacher but for
veterinary clinics. I work and help out at several local
clinics as they need. I work at different clinics throughout southeast MN and southeast Twin Cities.
Q: What are some of your hobbies outside of work?
A: Remodeling my old farm house in Welch, MN, snowshoeing with my dog, off-roading in scenic areas of the
country with the family in our Jeep, canoeing in BWCA,
camping, traveling, beekeeping, woodworking, gardening,
photography, and scuba diving are just a few of my
current hobbies.
Q: Why did you decide to join the staff at Paws and Claws?
A: Around 2008 the PCHS board reached out to me
to be the shelter veterinarian. When I owned a clinic, I
offered my services to a local shelter. Later on when
I started doing relief work I enjoyed working with
MNSNAP when they needed help. I also was chair for
15 years of the MVMA surgery suite at the MN State
Fair promoting spaying and neutering of pets and helping
animal shelters. So my interest in helping shelter pets
goes back a ways, and seemed like a natural fit for me
when they asked me to help out.
Q: What is your favorite part about working at Paws and
Claws? What do you do?
A: Well of course all the great pets we get to work with
6

Dr. Mike and his dog Willow, a Paws and Claws alumni.

are my favorite part, but I also really enjoy all the great
staff and volunteers I get to work with during vet visits.
I come to the shelter about two times a month to do
routine vaccines, blood testing, and other health care
needs for the shelter pets.
Q: What’s your most memorable animal from Paws and Claws?
A: My own dog, Willow. She is an Anatolian Shepard
that came from Oklahoma and another shelter before
ending up at Paws and Claws where I examined her.
She was not eating or doing well due to a tooth abscess,
and several old gunshot wounds. I treated and performed
surgery on her and decided to adopt her.
Q: Do you have any pets at home? If so, what are their names
and ages?
A: Willow, our dog - 7 yrs.; Smudge - 8 yrs. old indoor
cat, he doesn’t like other cats so we are down to
only one, but had five at one time; Bozi - 8 yrs. old
Saddlebred-paint cross horse; Bella - 25 yrs. old
Ball Python snake; Fluffy - Tarantula; Gary - Leopard
Gecko; Squeegee - Salamander; Stormy - Chinchilla,
and a lot of fish.
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Alumni Update: Zans

From left, Nicholas, Jonathan,
Wendy White, Jim & Lauren Onigkeit
with Zans proudly front & center

Z

ans was a staff favorite during her time at Paws and
Claws. Wendy White, Zans new owner, shares an update
on how she became a big part of her family, the Onigkeits.
When the nation shutdown due to COVID in March
2020, our family was looking for ways to help our
community. My daughter, Lauren, and I volunteer
at Paws and Claws, and we thought
fostering a dog may be a way to help
reduce the demands placed on staff
since volunteering was going to be on
pause for a while. I typed up a “resume”
of our experience as dog owners and
hoped that we would be considered. As I
dropped off my letter in Tanya’s office on
the day before the shutdown, I asked if it
was okay if I took Zans for a walk.
Zans had a rough start in life. She was
given up by her original family and failed
in another placement because it was not
a good match given her anxiety. She had
been at Paws and Claws for many months
and had become a staff favorite. But her
fear of being alone coupled with her preference for not being with other dogs made her difficult to
place. She was on two anti-anxiety medications daily.
Tanya took a quick look at my letter and asked, instead
of just walking Zans, if I wanted to take her home! I
had no idea how much our lives would change in that
moment. I loaded up her doggy bed, some food and
her medications. I put her in the car and texted my family
that, oh, by the way, I was coming home with a dog!
It was a great time to foster. Most of the family was
home all day long. She was surrounded by love and
affection 24 hours a day. We weaned her off her
medications and took her on many

Family Photography by Fagan Studios – faganstudios.com
Photo at left taken by Lauren Onigkeit

walks as the weather warmed up. Slowly
her personality really began to shine
through. She is not a fan of other dogs or
small children, but she adores most people.
She is a surprisingly chill dog, once she
felt secure in her routine and confident
that she was not going to be alone. Weeks
later, Tanya informed me that they might
have a potential permanent family for her, so we had a
family meeting. We decided that Zans was meant to be
our dog forever, not just for a few months. We made it
official on May 18, 2020.

“Zans has taught me that the animals
we see at Paws and Claws are not
always able to act as their true authentic
selves. Hidden inside is a future best
friend and loyal companion.”

— Wendy White

Jonathan, Lauren &
Nicholas Onigkeit with Zans (oops squirrel!)
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We marvel because she really is the best dog. The
Paws and Claws staff knew of her potential all along.
When I took her to the vet, I met a woman who cared
for Zans months before when she was spayed. She
described how Zans had been a quivering nervous
wreck and was brought to tears by her transformation.
Zans is now a secure, happy, amazing creature filled
with confidence and joy. Zans has taught me that the
animals we see at Paws and Claws are not always
able to act as their true authentic selves. Hidden inside
is a future best friend and loyal companion. They all
deserve a chance to become their best doggy selves!
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Separation

Anxiety

Our animal companions have been a great
comfort to many of us during the COVID-19
pandemic. As we start to leave our houses
more, pet separation anxiety will be on the rise.
Here is some helpful information on how to deal
with separation anxiety whether you are still at
home or going back to work.

8

Separation anxiety can present as urinating, chewing,
barking, escaping, digging and destruction, or pacing.
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA) has stated that there could be a
number or reasons for these types of behaviors. These
reasons can be categorized as a change, medical,
or behavior. The first step is to make sure your pet
is medically okay before you assume it’s separation
anxiety. For example, if your pet is urinating, it might
be due to a bladder infection or diabetes. It’s always a
good idea to have a discussion with your veterinarian if
you are seeking answers or have questions. Behavior
includes boredom, incomplete house training, or if
your pet is an adolescent it may still be learning what
is allowed. If you can rule out medical and behavioral
causes for these unwanted behaviors, look at whether
your pet is experiencing a change to their family,
schedule or residence.
Did you adopt your pet during a pandemic? If so,
you might have a shadow where ever you go! These
pets don’t know how your family life was before,
so they may be confused by a change. Alexandra
Horowitz operates the Dog Cognition Lab at Barnard
College and is the author of “Our Dogs, Ourselves, The
Story of a Singular Bond” and was recently interviewed
by NPR. During that interview, separation anxiety is
discussed. Horowitz states, “Do you want them (dogs)
to feel comfortable independently, staying calm when
people come over, not being anxious when you leave
the house? Well, if so, then you have to start preparing
them for that, just as you wouldn’t just drop off your kids
suddenly with a stranger after a year of living just with
you. It would take baby steps. And similarly, I guess
puppy steps are needed to create a life that is the one
you want to have with your dog. So, I think that’s the
usefulness of the crate for some people. They want to
be able to have their dogs stay still and calm and be
comfortable by themselves.”
What can you do to help your beloved pets with
separation anxiety? You can help them get used to not
being with you all day, perhaps by putting them in a
crate or in a separate room for a time. Try to have their
schedules of walks and meals match what they will be
when you’re back at work and school. The Humane
Society suggests leaving toys that are stimulating for
your pets to play with. They also recommend leaving
a radio or television on. Alternatively, you can have a
family member or friend walk your dog or pet sit while
you are at work. If you have more questions about pet
separation anxiety, try to consult with your veterinarian,
an animal behaviorist, or a certified dog trainer to find
the best solutions for you, your pet and your family.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Joel Kurtzhals
“Saving one animal won’t change the
world, but it will change the world for
that one animal.”

T

his sentiment has kept Joel Kurtzhals committed to
volunteering with the cats at Paws and Claws for nearly
a decade now. Joel enjoys spending time with cats and
being around other people who also care for felines. He
describes what Paws and Claws does as “very important
work” and appreciates seeing animals go from suffering in
difficult circumstances to enjoying a warm bed, plentiful food, and much-needed veterinary care when they
enter the shelter.
Joel’s favorite part of volunteering at Paws and Claws
is getting to know the different cats’ personalities and
helping them make the most of shelter life until they
find their forever homes. He gives the cats the type of
attention they want, whether that’s sitting on his lap,
getting brushed, or playing with wands and laser lights.
Joel also goes above and beyond simply socializing the
cats by helping to give them medicine on the weekends
and transporting them when they need a ride. Two lucky
cats from Paws and Claws got a ride home to Joel’s
home for good when he adopted tortoiseshells Kacie

“Currently all volunteer training sessions
have been suspended due to COVID-19,
but once that has changed, please consider
volunteering if you enjoy spending time with
cats and/or dogs.”

Joel and Florence
— Joel Kurtzhals

and Coco six years ago. Kacie likes to be brushed and
loves to hunt anything she can: laser lights, wall edges,
feet, even Joel’s face! Coco is Joel’s resident snuggle
bug who cuddles at night after she’s had a full day of
attacking shoelaces and spying on the critters outside.
Joel has been a Rochester resident most of his
life but has traveled far and wide. He went to college
in the Twin Cities, has visited many places across the
country, and has served in South Korea and Iraq during
his active-duty enlistment in the Army. These days Joel
works in an administrative and logistical position in the
armory in Rochester. His mom and sister are nearby
in Rochester, and his brother lives in Burnsville, MN.
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When he’s not at work or spending time with cats, Joel
enjoys listening to audiobooks while taking long walks,
and watching animal videos on YouTube.
Joel would like to share that for those who are
thinking about volunteering at Paws and Claws, there
are many ways to help. “Currently all volunteer training
sessions have been suspended due to COVID-19, but
once that has changed, please consider volunteering if
you enjoy spending time with cats and/or dogs.” If you
feel that you’d like to change the world for one animal
(or more likely, many!) keep an eye on the Paws and
Claws website for when volunteer training sessions
open up again.
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Love

is a four-legged

Word
GOING HOME
Sassy, being a bit sassy

Haley very much approves

Wyvern has a new playmate

Hazleigh with mom & dad
Reese is loved

Betty Ann & new family

Rayer says “Lets go!”
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D REAMING OF HOME

Howie

Helena

Bentley

Gertie
Lunchbox

Lovebug
Carla

Sammy

Ramsey
Cici

Lexi
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Juniper & Fern
Ricky & Marty

11

Memorials
To memorialize, honor and thank a loved
one — companion animal or person
— please complete the form on the
back of this newsletter. Print clearly and
indicate whether your donation is for
a companion animal or person. Mail the
completed form with your financial gift in
a stamped envelope to Paws and Claws
Humane Society, 3224 19th Street N.W.,
Rochester, MN 55901. Your message
may be edited to accommodate available space. Your donation is fully tax
deductible. Thank you.

In Memory of ...
In Memory of Paula Silker-Larson, in
loving memory of our 57th Anniversary
– Bob Larson
In Memory of Tom Campbell
– Canadian Honker
In Memory of Manny, from Beema
– Mary Zeimetz
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Melissa Mogen
In Memory of Sara Vana Dunnington
– Sonja & David Dunn
In Memory of Lynnette Peters
– Randy & Paulette Pheling
In Memory of Lynnette Peters
– Michelle & Richard Sursely
In Memory of Lynnette Peters
– RC Flynn
In Memory of Ouisey, beloved companion
of Barb Litsenberger – Deb Hagen-Moe
In Memory of Lynnette Peters
– Sandra Larson
In Memory of Lynn Peters Quam
– Conald & Jeanette Quam
In Memory of Tom Campbell
– D.M. Willett
In Memory of Tom Campbell
– Dal & Marsha Strubhart
In Memory of Ruth B. Adams
– O.E. Millhouse & A.C. Adams
In Memory of Tom Campbell
– David & Mary Curtis
In Memory of Millie Knoepke
– Friends of Millie Knoepke
In Memory of Tom V. Campbell
– Michael Willett
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Friends & Colleagues at IBM
In Memory of Marion Wallace
– Denise Davidson
In Memory of Inga Masters
– Melanie & Daniel Heim
In Memory of beloved cat, Chloe
– Katherine Piderman
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In Memory of our Chloe, our beloved
17-year-old cat who rescued us. We will
love you forever
– Peggy Manzel & Ed Creagan
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Tom & Joyce Dickman
In Memory of Tom Campbell
– Ron Baker & Shawn Ruechel
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Theodore Dunnington
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Cathy Dunnington
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Nancy Reina Gonnella & Paul Gonnella
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Mark Hassler &Virginia Adler Hassler
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Cindy & Paul Cox
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Sally Dunnington
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Joan Marie Cross
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Judisch Real Estate & Music, LLC
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Anne & Phil Zink
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Eileen & Mike Liskowski
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Barb Metcalf & Peggy Sapp
In Memory of Starr – Tom & Marilyn Pike
In Memory of Otis, the great orange cat
– Jill Lubbesmeier
In Memory of Clarence “Sarge” Surgeon
– Michael Deeds
In Memory of Beverly Gross – Mary Tri
In Memory of my sister, Beverly Jean
Gross – Daniel & Deborah Thomsen
In Memory of Bev Gross
– Mary Louise Mohlke
In Memory of Sunshine, our sweet cat
of 16 years. You were the best & we
miss you terribly. Run free, dear one
– Janet Gannon
In Memory of mom, loving memory of
Grace Reichart on her birthday
– Michael Falzone & Renee Reichart
Falzone
In Memory of Susan DePoppe, for Sue
& her love for dogs, especially “Yorkies”
– Tootie Hargens
In Memory of Dazzle, Jacque
Danielson’s beloved foster kitty
– Pat Dee
In Memory of Sunshine, beloved cat of
Pat & Janet Gannon
– Dr. Edward Creagan & Peggy Menzel
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Mark & Ethel Adams
In Memory of Chloe, beloved cat of
Peggy Menzel & Ed Creagan
– Rita & Jeffrey Jones

In Memory of Sunshine, sweet kitty of
Janet & Pat Gannon
– Rita & Jeffrey Jones
In Memory of Marilyn & Tom Pike’s
beloved dog – Rita & Jeffrey Jones
In Memory of all the sweet kittens lost
way before their time
– Rita & Jeffrey Jones
In Memory of Terri Walker
– Kathleen & Jim Witkus
In Memory of Bill Gehrking – Cindy Steege
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Lois Holland & Kenneth Reed
In Memory of Dewey Fierstad
– James & Barbara Pappas
In Memory of Dewey Fierstad
– Lois Cunningham
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Diane Wendorf
In Memory of Yeti – Sam Edge
In Memory of S – James Rechs
In Memory of Liesl – Jodi Cerar
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Gordon Harwood
In Memory of Andy – Anonymous
In Memory of my sweet boy, Jax
– Ben Johnson
In Memory of Scott Mason – Anonymous
In Memory of Lucy & Caliban – Pat Redel
In Memory of Chloe, our beautiful,
smiling golden retriever – Anonymous
In Memory of Thomas Campbell
– Pamela Ziemetz Bowman
In Memory of JoAnn Martin
– Bill & Mary Kay Broehl
In Memory of Nancy Dingel – Jo Beber
In Memory of Nancy Dingel
– Lisa & David Noah
In Memory of Rosella Ann Salley. We
would like to express our sympathy & let
you know that our thoughts are with you.
A memorial donation in memory of your
mother has been made to Paws & Claws.
May peace & comfort find you during this
difficult time. – Kathleen Radcliff
In Memory of Bill Gehrking
– Sandra & CJ Robinson
In Memory of Mary Thoman
– Dawn & Craig Swalboski
In Memory of Terri Walker
– Michael & Wendy Miller
In Memory of Nancy Dingel
– Gretchen & Dennis Davey
In Memory of Lois Wendorf
– Patti Kummeth
In Memory of Nancy Dingel
– Patti Kummeth
In Memory of Bonnie Kampa
– Laura Sutter
In Memory of “Lola”
– Bob Sixta; Helen, Bob, & the girls
In Memory of Nancy Haworth-Dingel
– Linda Zarling
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In Memory of JoAnn Martin
– Gregory & Julie Clemenson
In Memory of JoAnn Martin
– Dewey Shelton
In Memory of JoAnn Hoffman
– Judy Haugen
In Memory of Beverly Gross
– Mary Vehrenkamp
In Memory of Eli – Tiffany Sappington
In Memory of Nancy Haworth Dingel
– Lori & Kelly Olseon
In Memory of Nancy Haworth Dingel
– Laura & Paul Christianson
In Memory of Caroline Louise Hanson
– Kristi Boldt
In Memory of Aristotle & Dante (formerly
Dewey) – Allison & Daron Cox
In Memory of Michael Hendrix
– Christina Harvey
In Memory of Cloe Downer
– Shelley Downer
In Memory of Lois Wendorf & Nancy
Dingel, both who loved animals
– Char Robinet & Ileen Marxhousen
In Memory of Darrell Hornseth
& Bette Colebeck – Lynette Stadtherr
In Memory of Cloe Downer – Robert Fun
In Memory of Reb. Curtis Johnson
– Scott & Paula Lampland
In Memory of Terri Lynn Walker
– Terry & Karen Walker
In Memory of Terri Walker – Daniel Roberts
In Memory of Apricot
– Kim & Steve Van Rooy
In Memory of Nancy Dingel – M. A. Mangan
In Memory of Nancy Dingel
– Ian Jarman & Barbara Toman
In Memory of Dennis & Joyce Hart
– Jeff Hart
In Memory of Chief
– Love, Aunt Mary Lou
In Memory of Paula Sullivan Gielows
– Neighbors at Hadley Creek HOA
In Memory of Paula Silker Larson on her
birthday – Bob Larson
In Memory of Cynthia M. Bass
– Cierra Meier
In Memory of Sam Rethwisch – Kadie Ray
In Memory of Sam Rethwisch
– Daniel Pasque
In Memory of Sweet Sugar Magnolia
Haase, a PCHS Alumni
– Pamela S. Haase
In Memory of Nancy Dingel
– Heather McEldowney
In Memory of Nancy Dingel – Anonymous
In Memory of Dorothy Marshall
– Sarah Cima
In Memory of Rosella Ann Salley
– Derek Wolfgram
In Memory of Rosella Ann Salley
– Traci Lindquist

In Memory of Rosella Ann Salley
– Kenneth Wolfgram
In Memory of Rosella Salley
– Marlene Salley
In Memory of Rosella Salley
– Arlen Salley
In Memory of Paula Gielow
– Pat & Keith Snider
In Memory of Meiko
– James & Gail Hale
In Memory of Paula Sullivan – Carl Gielow
In Memory of Rosella Salley
– David & Andrea Walkosz
In Memory of Mary Krueger
– Lisa & Robert Nordman
In Memory of Rollins “Bim” Juhnke
– Mark & Lynette Stadtherr
In Memory of Scooter, he was a unique
dog & brought many good memories to
his family. He will be missed
– Trish Bergstrom
In Memory of Rev. Curtis H. Johnson
– Paula Lampland
In Memory of Carol Campbell
– Sharon Bendel
In Memory of Teddy, beloved feline
companion of Catherine Ewing
– Peggy Schneider
In Loving Memory of Joan McLain
– Gloria Ayshford
In Memory of Joan McLain
– Patricia Hoehn
In Memory of Joan McLain
– Jim & Barb Mickow
In Memory of Joan McLain
– Gary & Betty Pedersen
In Memory of Joan McLain
– Mike & Brenda Mickow
In Memory of Joan McLain
– Linda & Dennis Golberg
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Carl Gielow
In Memory of Shirley Bailey
– Dianne & Lester Dunn
In Memory of Etta Meinecke’s dear cat,
Garfield – Pat Dee
In Memory of Bev Gross
– Victor & Joanne Ronken
In Memory of Bev Gross
– Bruce & Jennifer Bjorgum
In Memory of Bev Gross
– Gerald & Sondra Bentz
In Memory of Izzy – Terrill & Doris Lind
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Jimmy & Mary Goller
In Memory of Joan Naylor – Mary Kirk
In Memory of Kris Rabehl Neve
– Jeffery & Sara Bass
In Memory of Pat Dunn – Etta Meinecke
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Roxanne Bartsh
In Memory of Cindy Bass
– Mary Beth Harmon
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In Memory of Willis Markham
– Suzanne Graham
In Memory of Raven – Anonymous
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Kristine Litzow
In Memory of Kaydence – Michael Mikhail
In Memory of Paula Gielow – Brian Davies
In Memory of Maggie, Schaefer, &
Teagen – Anonymous
In Memory of Bob the Remarkable Cat
– Jim Thielman
In Memory of Terri Walker
—Lindsay Grudem
In Memory of Richard E. Hanson
– Janine Hanson
In Memory of Roy S. Johnson Jr.
– Lori A. Johnson
In Memory of Woody, you will always
be loved by your humans. I hope you
are loving doggy heaven with the unlimited treats & chew toys – Luke Thaldorf
In Memory of our dog, Max
– Christine Aubry
In Memory of Towton, formerly Ernest II
from PCHS. My bestest boy for almost
14 years. RIP Buddy. – Michael Lyons
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Pat & Dave Siljenberg
In Memory of Paula Sullivan – Bob Gielow
In Memory of Cousin Dave
– Rita & Jeff Jones
In Memory of Garfield, beloved cat of
Etta Meinecke – Rita & Jeff Jones
In Memory of my Irish friend, Maura
– Rita & Jeff Jones
In Memory of Dr. Thomas Mangan,
father of Martha Mangan
– Peggy Menzel & Ed Creagan
In Memory of Rosie, beloved cat of
Alma Androver – Jean, Jessica & Sarah
In Memory of Leven our special boy.
Forever in our hearts, truly missed.
– Kelvin Andow & Nancy Back
In Memory of Si – Sara J. Stori
In Memory of Ouisey Litsenberger
– Barbara Litsenberger
In Memory of my father, John W. Hild
– Danielle Hecker
In Memory of our Welsh Terrier, Talar
– Barry Dahl
In Memory of my sister, Kris Neve
– Pam Gustine
In Memory of Wrigley Stuart, a beagle
owned by Mike & Nancy Stuart of
Rochester, who passed away recently
– Marti & Dave Lewallen
In Memory of Raren, our sweet little
black kitty, who had a good long life
(17+), & will be deeply missed
– Ron & Stacy Haugen
In Memory of Jim Olson
– Patricia & Jerome Nelson
13

In Memory of our Paws & Claws rescue
dog, Manny – The Thicke family
In Memory of Paula Sullivan
– Harry & Dorothy Becher
In Memory of Jimmy
– Bernadette & Donald Nicholson
In Memory of Lacey
– Keith & Jo Marie Bruss
In Memory of Lili – Joseph Rubin
In Memory of our pets Dugan & Finnegan
– Steve & Terri Meredith
In Memory of Hans
– Marcia & Steven Belau
In Memory of Chris Strickland
– Sandra Dalquist
In Memory of Kin Jacobson’s Remington
– Jen Stella & Chris Schmelzer
In Memory of David & Dylan
– Theresa Gannon
In Memory of Vernon Londbery
– Mavis Scanlan
In Memory of my cats Edy & Bruiser
– Laurie Anderson
In Memory of Pat Foster’s cat Sweet Pea
– Laurie Anderson
In Memory of Marlowe Bennett
– Cynthia Tiedeman
In Memory of Genny – Katherine Piderman
In Memory of Aspen – The Watson Family
In Memory of Mr. Vaughn Doerr
– Judy Malone & Lisa Malone
In Memory of Virginia Brown
– Mary Amundsen
In Memory of Buck – Samuel Edge
In Memory of Sconnie & Sora – Mitch Felton
In Memory of Fandango & Fuzzy Pants
– Jaime Roeder
In Memory of Basil, the best ever cat
– Angela Kedrowski
In Memory of Kristy Karau – Bruce Adams
In Memory of Noelle – Brett Norris
In Memory of Jojo & Bela, kitten
littermates born at Paws & Claws 1999
– Amy Adler
In Memory of William Edberg
– Nancy Scott
In Memory of Rosie, an independent
cat who was the princess of the
household – Ginger Thompson
In Memory of Gertrude, Herbert,
Stanley James & Dharma Jean
– Angie Hinck
In Memory of Milo – Robert Kolb
In Memory of Kris (Rabehl) Neve
– DeeAnn Rabehl
In Memory of Ouisey, a Paws & Claws
alumna known as Louise. You had
the gentleness & devotion of a giant,
touching my life for 14 years
– Robert Miller
In Memory of Tres – Anonymous
In Memory of Sophie & Nikki
– Jessica Riehle
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In Memory of Chicken & Clarence
Hochmeister – Mary Hochmeister
In Memory of my bottle-fed kittens,
Peeka-ABoo, Bobbie Mink, Orange,
Pooie, Sweet Pea & Tabatha
– Pat Foster
In Memory of Aslan – Stout Family
In Memory of Robert Schinke
– Mary & Matthew Tofstad
In Memory of Nick Brown
– Joseph & Irene Falcone
In Memory of Elroy V. Bessler
– Paula & Scott Lampland
In Memory of Richard Haas
– Laurie Anderson
In Memory of Marlow Bennett
– Richard & Nancy Trusty
In Memory of Nicholas Braun
– Roland & Elaine Schmidt
In Memory of Andy – Anonymous
In Memory of Garth & Lulu, sponsoring
Maggie & Kodi
– Aaron Wieczorek & Jessica Garcia
In Memory of Sara Dunnington
– Virginia Adler Hassler
In Memory of Eave, Jon & Carol
Lofquist’s sweet tortie kitty
– The Sunshine Girls
In Memory of Robert Schnike
– Jodi Carter, Chuck Sturgis, Doris
Hennon, Carolyn Crane, Patty
Root, Anne Mandt, & LeAnn Lake
In Memory of Cooper
– Josh & Amanda Kroon
In Memory of Tessa Conway
– Suzanne Thieke
In Memory of Robert A. Schinke
– Glen & Cindy Hermann
In Memory of Whitey, beloved companion of Kim Peterson – Athens Pullias

In Honor Of ...
In Honor of Gabe & Barkley, adopted
from Paws & Claws. Wonderful companions – Darlene Ward
In Honor of Ben Prigge’s birthday
– Jerry & Pat Hrabe
In Honor of Marilyn & Tom Pike for all
they do for the animals
– Rita & Jeffrey Jones
In Honor of Bev Gross
– Valerie & Chuck Sorenson
In Honor of May & Nate
– Edwin & Ellen Simon
In Honor of May & Nate
– Craig & Kelly Simon
In Honor of May & Nate
– Brian Meyer & Dawn O’Connell
In Honor of Jacque Hick – Dick Rosener
In Honor of Carter – Anonymous
In Honor of Chico Quinones
– Raymond Clothier

In Honor of my darling friend, Mary
Lynn Piepho, who gives so much of
her heart & life to the auction each
year – Claudia Gowan.
In Honor of Taylor Gibson & Rebecca
Laube wedding
– Frederick & Nancy Henderson
In Honor of Candace, Linda, Mark, &
Emily – Dawn Merkley
In Honor of Tim Plintron
– Anonymous friends of Tim Plintron
In Honor of Mary & Nate – Diane Chi
In Honor of Karen Sanders
– Deanna Sellner
In Honor of Terri Walker – Anonymous
In Honor of Mary & Nate – Anonymous
In Honor of Tanya’s birthday
– Norma & Rick Nolting
In Honor of Jarrod Nelson – Bruce Pencille
In Honor of our cat sitter, Barb Foss,
for taking such good care of Nukka &
Bonnie (both PCHS alums)
– Katherine Logan
In Honor of Sparky & Gracie, a bonded
pair – Adrienne Donze
In Honor of Megan Campion – Happy
Birthday! – Marylee Campion
In Honor of Marlene Marquette
– Rory Yellen
In Honor of Christmas – Kathy Leis
In Honor of a friend in L.A. – Anonymous
In Honor of all our furry friends
– Anonymous
In Honor of our PCHS alumnus, Paige
the Wonderdog – Jennifer Woodford
In Honor of Pretzel on his 3rd birthday!
– Anna Oeltjen
In Honor of PCHS staff & volunteers
– John & Ruth Stoeckel
In Honor of Char Carey – Mary Kelly
In Honor of our grandkids, Alayna,
Aiden, Hailey, & Lucas. Merry
Christmas! – Lyle & Allison Johnson
In Honor of Leah Boelman. Merry
Christmas! – Gordy Hall
In Honor of Don & Gail Schroeder
– Dennis & Faith Schroeder
In Honor of Sally & Mike Fisher
– Cory A. Masiak
In Honor of the Norlander family
– Charles McCabe
In Honor of Stacy & Ron Haugen
– Bruce & Sandra Lewis
In Honor of Ben & Katie Darval, Merry
Christmas! – Jodi Darval
In Honor of Pam Eggler, for her
dedication to Lurch & his recovery,
as well as the other animals she has
fostered – Ron & Stacy Haugen
In Honor of Rollin Dubbs,
Merry Christmas
– Brenda & Roger Heimgartner
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In Honor of Caitlin Walz, Merry
Christmas! – Steve & Carol Walz
In Honor or Michael Walz, Merry
Christmas! – Steve & Carol Walz
In Honor of Charlotte & Jim Carey
– Jerry & Pat Hrabe
In Honor of Jerry & Pat Hrabe at
Christmas – Char & Jim Carey
In Honor of Ruth Church
– Mary Strasser-Coclough &
Bill Colclough
In Honor of Teri Diedrich, Merry
Christmas! – Jo Ann Blazing
In Honor of Jo Ann Blazing, Merry
Christmas! – Teri Diedrich
In Honor of Pastor Jean Boese,
Merry Christmas!
– Teri Diedrich & Jo Ann Blazing
In Honor of our Strawberry the Cat,
adopted 2004
– Cheryl & Robert Roediger
In Honor of Joseph Stradcutter
– Rachel Riege
In Honor of Caroline Rost
– Rachel Riege
In Honor of Jean Roe – Rachel Riege
In Honor of Rachel Riege – Rachel Riege
In Honor of Graham Kerr
– Mike & Dorine Ross
In Honor of our friends at Mayo Clinic
– Tom Williams
In Honor of Ines Gaudet’s birthday
– Mindy Elie
In Honor of Molly & Scout
– Mary Ann & Russell Smith
In Honor of Dr. Stephanie Carlson,
Luna & Nike – James G Boulger, Jr.
In Honor of my kids, Jessie & Ainsley
– Megan Osterlund
In Honor of Tim Larson & Sharon
Feiner – Anonymous
In Honor of the staff at the Homestead
at Rochester Senior Living
– Steve & Melinda Wellvang
In Honor of Michael Walz – Carol Walz
In Honor of Caitlin Walz – Carol Walz
In Honor of Megan Campion
– Marylee Campion
In Honor of Jeff Newman – Fat Willy’s LLC
In Honor of Ava’s birthday
– Andrew Sirek
In Honor of the wedding of Anna
Wender & Thomas Avice
– Dana Thompson & Susan Nissen
In Honor of Karen Andrews
– Mark & Sue Andrews
In Honor of the Amazing Linus
– Anonymous
In Honor of Mango, the new dog in
our neighborhood who came from
you! – Thomas Witzig
In Honor of Kris Liedtke – Eric Walters

Dedicated To ...
Dedicated to Kristi Boldt, an ally to people
& animals in need! A consummate
do-gooder! – Leah Proper
Dedicated to the ultimate pet lovers
& all-star volunteers, Carol Fealey &
Pat Lande – Leah Proper
Dedicated to Inesita – Kelly Hurtado
Dedicated to Charlie boy – Emily Horrell
Dedicated to all our sweet animals
that we have loved – Kris Guy
Dedicated to all the pups Kristi has
rescued, helped, loved over the years
– Gloria Berg
Dedicated to Lily & Memphis – Anonymous
Dedicated to my mom, Roxy, Mattie,
& Casey – Nate Proper
Dedicated to my sweet Armand.
Gone 6 years. Miss you so much
– Ann Marie Sunderland
Dedicated to all the dedicated PCHS
staff & volunteers – Kristi Boldt
Dedicated to all the beings, human &
others, in my life, past & present
– Kristi Boldt
Dedicated to Ines, who continues to

be my hero! – Louis Vaickus
Dedicated to a friend in LA
– Anonymous
Dedicated to of all the babies
you’ve taken in from OPPI!
– Jana Morehouse
Dedicated to all the dogs we have
loved – Michelle Enos
Dedicated to Harriet, Harvey &
Herman – Peggy Funk
Dedicated to Angela & Pikachu
Steffey – Samantha Steffey
Dedicated to Boomer – Anonymous
Dedicated to Sam Rethwisch
– Anonymous
Dedicated to Dorothy Marshall
– Sarah Cima
Dedicated to Mary & Nate – Diane Chi
Dedicated to Mary & Nate
– Anonymous
Dedicated to Smokey
– Daniel Nordman
Dedicated to Stephanie Yarnell
– Marty Aleman
Dedicated to Ryan Murphy &
Sarah Hirsch – Paula Murphy
Dedicated to Izze Hockert, my
favorite cat lover – Heather Hockert
Dedicated to Paula Sullivan
– Margie Solheid
Dedicated to Ouisey – Anonymous
Dedicated to Shannon Zingula
– Virginia Anderson
Dedicated to Cadence Loughran
– Anonymous
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Dedicated to Carter – Anonymous
Dedicated to beloved lab Booming
Hash Potatoes – Ryan Hofer

On Behalf Of ...
On Behalf of Carol Fealey – Jamee Royle
On Behalf of all the cats & dogs that
Paws & Claws has helped
– Sara Freese
On Behalf of Alex Zoghby – Anonymous
On Behalf of Hershey – LoJean Borland
On Behalf of Dahlia Fox
– Sylvia DeMott
On Behalf of Nancy Richman – Del Bey
On Behalf of Rubble & Twitch (now
Moose & Hershey) – Tiffany Mainella
On Behalf of Kerri V.
– Kelly Nye Lengerman
On Behalf of Jada Rae Dornink
– Keith Byron
On Behalf of Herman – Adrienne Donze
On Behalf of Keith & Mary Anderson
– Matthew D’Costa
On Behalf of Carter Hale – Kim Hale
On Behalf of Cassandra Lower-Woolley
– John Lower
On Behalf of Wanda Stenberg
– Jacob Stenberg
On Behalf of Rebecca & Ken Aaker
– Lacey Aaker
On Behalf of Sarah & Michael
(& Bella!) Amponah. Merry Christmas
from Niall & Sam
– Samantha Bussan
On Behalf of Mayo Clinic Trauma
surgeons – Kenda Lichtenwalter
On Behalf of Jim & Marilyn Rice
– Anonymous
On Behalf of Emily – Anonymous
On Behalf of Dr. Greg Cascino
– Anonymous
On Behalf of Olivia Post & Eliza Sharp
– Katie Post
On Behalf of Rosella Salley
– Arlen Salley

Goodbyes
are not forever
Goodbyes
are not the end
they simply mean
I will miss you
until we
meet again
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Paws and Claws, Inc.
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Rochester, MN 55901

We’d like to recognize & thank several of our top benefactors who have given years of support
to PCHS. As an organization that relies solely on the community to be successful, we truly are
eternally grateful for each & every volunteer, member, & supporter.

Memorials & Membership
To make a memorial contribution, renew your Paws & Claws membership or
become a new member of Paws & Claws, please provide the information requested
below. Please print clearly. Send your contribution or membership dues to:
Paws & Claws Humane Society, 3224 19th Street, N.W., Rochester, MN 55901
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________ Email: ________________________
For Memorials
Check one: m Cat m Dog
m Person m Other: ____________________
Message: __________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
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For Membership
Your membership will help care
for companion animals in need
of safe and happy homes.
For a new membership or to
renew your membership, please
check one.
Yearly membership:
m New membership
m Membership renewal
m Individual
$ 25
m Junior (under 12) $ 20
m Senior Citizen (65+) $ 20
m Senior Family
$ 30
m Family
$ 35
m Sponsor
$ 75
m Benefactor
$ 150
m Patron
$ 500
m Gold
$ 1,000
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